	2 SUN B ST GEORGE 1/14-15/12

INTRODUCTION:
There are a lot of introductions & teaching in our Scripture readings this weekend:
	1) Bk of Samuel: Eli introduces Samuel to God: the elderly priest Eli has grown to recognize the power of God’s word and how it comes in unexpected ways.  
	He introduces Samuel to the God’s call & teaches him how to answer.
 		Samuel is able to respond: 
			SPEAK LORD, YOUR SERVANT IS LISTENING.
2) Gospel (10 centuries later: J.B. introduces 2 of his disciples to Jesus. Andrew is one of the 2 disciples and then he gets his brother Simon Peter and introduces him to Jesus.
Like Eli,   J.B. and Andrews’ role is to introduce others to God, to Jesus, to a new future and a new vocation.

 When we reflect on the beginnings of our own faith life, we usually can remember the people who have introduced us to the Lord.  None of us goes alone to Jesus. Coming to know the Lord is usually mediated through other people who believe.  The story of Christianity is a story of a great chain of witnesses linked through the apostles to Jesus Himself. You and I are here today because of significant people in our lives who had the gift of faith and passed it on. They played the roles of ELI for us.

II) Sometimes at funerals of people who were parents and grandparents and were strong in their faith, I will usually mention how that person was a strong link in the chain of how their faith was passed on to their children and grandchildren. Our faith is passed on from generation to generation by people who believe, who live that belief, and pass that belief on by their words and actions. Most of us need an “ELI” at one time or another in our lives

That’s why we usually celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism not privately but with others, with a community, because it helps to get across that the newly baptized are introduced into a community of faith, who help to introduce that person to Jesus & how to respond to God.
	. 

III) When I look at my own faith life, I know that I have been blessed by a good family who were strong in their faith, a faith that I CAUGHT from then, not only parents and grandparents but aunts and uncles and cousins. They taught me to pray by praying themselves. They taught me how to treat others, how to forgive, by how they forgave and treated others.
 
 At my retreat before ordination to priesthood, (37 years ago) retreat master encouraged us to take time to reflect and mention by name all those who played a role on our road to priesthood and always to remember them in prayer.  I continue to try to do that and all those who continue to witness to men and challenge me in my own faith life today.

I really encourage you to remember by name the people who in any way have had a part to play in your faith life: parents, family, teachers, friends and religious and to remember them in prayer by name.  (Those who were ELI for you)
IV) Of course this brings us to the others side of the coin: as others have introduced us to the                Lord, who do we introduce to the Lord?? (called to be an ELI for others)

	A) Parents, at your child’s baptism, you promised God that you would accept the responsibility of training your child in the ways of the faith;  to bring them up to keep God’s commandments as Christ taught us by loved God & neighbor. Do we continue to do that not only by sending them to Catholic School or to PSR but even more importantly by your own life of faith so that they catch the faith from you?

	B) Many of us are baptismal godparents & sponsors of young people celebrating Confirmation: how seriously do I fulfill that responsibility in maintaining a relationship with that person and being a good witness of the gift of faith? (My godson: 22 years old)

	C) As a church parish, we have a serious responsibility to introduce others to Jesus. Every year we ask for sponsors for our adult RCIA candidates or our RCIC candidates who are preparing to enter our Catholic Church, we also ask for prayer sponsors for our First Eucharist Children and Confirmation candidates. Do we accept that invitation to share our faith with others, to prayer for others on their faith journey?

	D) We live in a predominantly Catholic community but we also realize that some are Catholic in name only and do not practice their faith on a regular basis. Have we ever thought about reaching out to those who might know ABOUT our Catholic faith but don’t really know the Lord too well. Have we ever thought about taking advantage of opportunities to introduce them to a personal knowledge of Jesus Christ? (E.g. inviting them to church with us, or if we make an annual retreat at Manresa, Cenacle or in Grand Coteau, ever invited them?

CONCLUSION:
 Jesus’ command to preach & teach was not just made to vocations of priesthood & religious life. Medicine, law, engineering, teaching, business are all professions. But as a Christian, doctor, banker, lawyer, teacher, engineer, etc. are also VOCATIONS.

If we believe that Jesus is worth knowing, we will do our part to bring others into His loving presence.  All of us preach & teach the Gospel in some way.
