July 20, 2010

Dear Candidates and Parents, 

I am so very excited to welcome you to our Confirmation program for the 2010-2011 year!  This is such an exciting time in your faith journey and I and the other catechists are looking forward to walking with you during this journey!  

The Sacrament of Confirmation is a celebration of the gift of the Holy Spirit, who is already very present in your lives.  As a young person, you are affirming the faith you received at your Baptism so many years ago.  There are a couple of guidelines the diocese has put in place as you begin this preparation. They are as follows: 

1) Each candidate must have attended three consecutive year of high school religious instruction; either through Catholic high school or in the Parish School of Religion program. 

2) All sacraments must take place in the Parish in which the student and/or the family are formally registered.  

If you believe that you are ready to enter into this time of sacramental preparation, I would like to invite you to an informational meeting, which will be held on Sunday, September 12, 2010 at 4pm in the Kleinpeter Activty Center.  All Candidates and one parent/guardian must be present.  I invite each of you and your families to end our first gathering by attending 6pm Mass.  During the meeting we will be discussing the Confirmation process and the dates for the upcoming 2010-2011year.  A make-up meeting will be held on Tuesday, Sept. 14 at 6:30 pm.  It is extremely important that you attend one of these meetings with a parent.  

An important part of this sacramental journey is your choosing of a sponsor.  I hope that the person you choose to walk with you during this experience is someone who desires and strives to live out the values of our Catholic faith.  Please take some time to discern your decision and allow the Spirit to guide you.  Sponsors will be gathering on Sunday, October 17 at 4pm in the Kleinpeter Activity Center for an afternoon of prayer and formation.  Candidates, you are asked to join us at 5pm for fellowship, followed by the Rite of Welcome at 6pm Mass.  

Please mark the above dates on your calendar.  These and all other dates are provided in the enclosed attachment.  You will find a registration form for yourself and your sponsor.  I ask that these forms, along with a copy of your Baptismal Certificate, and a $40.00 registration fee be turned into the parish office by Wednesday, Sept. 1, 2010.  While all information will be sent out through regular mail, you are able to access the letters, registration forms and any other information via our website at www.st-george.org.  

Confirmation is scheduled for Monday, May 2 , 2011 at 7pm.  A practice is scheduled for Sunday, May 1 , 2011 following the 6pm Mass. 

Please do not hesitate to call me if you have any questions or concerns about the dates or any information provided in this letter.  I can be reached at 615-7021 or through email at katiet@st-george.org. 

Candidates, I look forward to meeting each one of you!  You are a gift to our parish and greater community and I on behalf of the entire staff will be praying for you through out this experience!

Have a wonderful summer!

Peace, 

Katie Tasman

Director Confirmation and High School Parish School of religion.  

